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Reading 
Progression Map 

We use the Pathways to Read Programme when teaching reading. 

End of EYFS 

Birth - Three Literacy • Enjoy sharing books with an adult.  

• Pay attention and respond to the pictures or the words.  

• Have favourite books and seek them out, to share with an adult, with another child, or to 
look at alone.  

• Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.  

• Ask questions about the book.  

• Makes comments and shares their own ideas.  

• Develop play around favourite stories using props. 

Three and four 
year olds 

Literacy Understand the five key concepts about print: 
• print has meaning  
• print can have different purposes  
• we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom  
• the names of the different parts of a book  
• page sequencing  

Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can:  
• spot and suggest rhymes  
• count or clap syllables in a word  
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• recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother  
• Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. 

Reception  
Literacy 
 
 
 

• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.  

• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound 
correspondences.  

• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them.  

• Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme.  

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences 
and, where necessary, a few exception words.  

• Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment. 
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 KS1 Year 1 National Curriculum Expectations 
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KS1 Year 2 National Curriculum Expectations 
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KS2 Reading National Curriculum Expectations 
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Intent 
All pupils at Offley Primary Academy will: 

• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 
• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 
• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken. 
• Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage. 
• Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas. 
• Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

Pupils will leave Offley Primary Academy as inspired young individuals who are ready for the next phase in their education as confident readers and speakers. We aim 
to ensure that all pupils recognise the value of reading. By the end of Year Six, all children must be able to read fluently- understanding how reading shapes their 
understanding across the breadth of the curriculum. This will enable them to choose a path that reflects their love of literature as they become academically prepared 
for life beyond primary school.  

 

Implementation  
In order to achieve this, we use the systematic teaching of Phonics from Reception to Year 2, and build in the Pathways to Read Programme from Year 2 to Year 6.  
Each Pathways to Read unit consists of six whole class reading sessions (a session lasts for a week) following the four-part structure: 
 

- Predict 
- Clarify vocabulary 
- Read and retrieve 
- Read and explain 

 
The core elements of each session are prediction, developing pupils' vocabulary and retrieval. The 'Read and explain' part of the lesson is the mastery focus for the 
majority of sessions. 
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Sessions following the initial whole class session provide pupils with the opportunity for discussion in smaller groups with an adult. 
 
Through a carefully chosen range of approaches to reading, we ensure that all pupils in Offley read in a variety of ways and always continue to build on prior learning.  
We do this by: 
• Developing awareness and understanding of print 
• Systematic teaching and learning of phonics – Unlocking Letters and Sounds 
• Developing sight vocabulary 
• Developing decoding skills 
• Whole class shared/modelling of reading 
• Guided reading in groups – teacher or teaching assistant leading 
• 1:1 reading 
• Paired reading – peer to peer, KS2 – KS1 
• Independent reading both at school and at home 
• Class and school library use 
• Teaching of comprehension 
• Reading interventions 
• Regular reading assessments 

 

 

 

Progression Maps 
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Long Term Overview 
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Progression of Vocabulary to be Mastered 
Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Read individual letters by saying the 
sounds for them. Blend sounds into 
words, so that they can read short 

words made up of known letter– sound 
correspondences. Read some letter 

groups that each represent one sound 
and say sounds for them. Read a few 

common exception words matched to 
the school’s phonic programme. Read 

simple phrases and sentences made up 
of words with known letter–sound 

correspondences and, where necessary, 
a few exception words. Re-read these 
books to build up their confidence in 
word reading, their fluency and their 

understanding and enjoyment. 

read all common graphemes read 
unfamiliar words containing these 

graphemes, accurately increase their 
fluency retell some familiar stories apply 
phonic knowledge automatic decoding 

blending alternative polysyllabic suffixes 
inferences motivation predicting 

enjoyment understand cause and effect 
prefixes narrative non-fiction 

root words, prefixes and suffixes read 
further exception words comprehension 

pronunciations positive attitudes 
structure dictionaries themes and 

conventions intonation, tone, volume 
and action interest and imagination 
drawing inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence predicting 
summarising language, structure, and 

presentation retrieve and record 
Reading, re-reading, and rehearsing 

poems and plays for presentation and 
performance give pupils opportunities to 
discuss language, including vocabulary, 
extending their interest in the meaning 

and origin of words 

apply their growing knowledge of 
root words, prefixes and suffixes 

maintain positive attitudes increasing 
their familiarity with a wide range of 

books recommending books 
identifying and discussing themes 

and conventions making 
comparisons within and across books 
learning a wider range of poetry by 
heart preparing poems discuss and 
evaluate how authors use language 

figurative language distinguish 
between statements of fact and 

opinion retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction 

participate in discussions challenging 
reasoned justifications 
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Cultural Capital 
Pre-school Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Sandbach Library 
visit 

 
Mystery 

Reader/Reading 
Buddies 

 
Northwich Theatre 

–Christmas 
production  

 
World Book Day 
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